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Challenging or conforming: the art of blended learning

Research into practice

Assimilative
Reading, Viewing , Listening

Information handling
Gathering, Ordering, Classifying, Selecting, Analysing,
Manipulating

Adaptive

Modelling, Simulation

Communicative
Discussing, Presenting, Debating, Critiquing

Productive
Creating, Producing, Writing, Drawing, Composing,
Synthesizing, Remixing

Experiential
Practising, Applying, Mimicking, Experiencing,
Exploring, Investigating, Performing

DialogPlus taxonomy, Conole and Fill, 2006
JISC LADIE Activity Gap Analysis, Falconer, Conole, Littlejohn, Jeffreys, 2006
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Research into practice

Q: What limits the range of
activities being implemented?

Activities - problems in
designing engaging activities;

eTools -difficulties in extending
beyond VLE/LMS to integrate
popular e-tools (games, phones,
IPods, blogs, wikis etc);

Space - difficulties in extending
beyond institution (VLE/LMS)

Time — learners balancing work
and formal study time.
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1.30-2.15 Design of Blended
eLearning: issues and
perspectives

2.15- 2.45 — Activity 1: Design a
blended learning activity.

2.45-3.15 — Activity 2: Build a lesson
plan

3.15-3.30- Teal/coffee

3.30-3.45 — Sharing practice in
blended e-learning: future gazing

3.45-4.15 — Activity 3: Strategies for
preparing for blended e-learning

4.15-.4.30 — Plenary: advantages,
limitations and future directions



What are we blending: space/time

Spaces

Public — self regulated
Privileged — partial control
Private — teacher regulated

Trends

Integration of ‘public’
and ‘private spaces’
(‘physical’ and ‘virtual’)

Issues
Environments relatively
Inflexible and controlled
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What are we blending: hardware and software e-tools

Tools

Public — self regulated
Privileged — partial control
Private — teacher regulated

Trends:

Increased use of hardware
and software tools
selected by the learner

Issues

Difficulties with
Integration

Limited appreciation of
affordances
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What are we blending: learning activities

Activities:
Teacher or learner
regulated

Trends:
Increased learner choice
and control

Integration of ‘formal’ and
‘informal

Issues
Narrow range of activities

Under developed
iInformation & learning
literacies
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What are we blending: dimensions

Tools
- Teacher Regulated
A
Activities
- Teacher
Regulated Space
- Student
Regulated
Space Activities
- Teacher - Student
Regulated Regulated
Tools
- Student Regulated
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What are we blending: dimensions

Regulated

Space
- Teacher
Regulated

o

Tools
- Teacher Regulated

Tools
- Student Regulated

Teacher regulated Tools, Activities and space

Space
- Student
Regulated

Activities
- Student
Regulated
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What are we blending: dimensions

Tools
- Teacher Regulated

Regulated

Space —

- Teacher
Regulated

Tools
- Student Regulated

Student regulated Tools, Activities and space

Space
- Student
Regulated
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Blended learning in transition: space

Tools
- Teacher Regulated

Space
- Teacher
Regulated

Tools
- Student Regulated

Student regulated Tools, Activities and space
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Blended learning In transition: space

Mudlarking in Depford
Students use mobile
technologies to collate
data from field studies in
online space

Emerging trend
Integration of spaces
(‘physical’ and ‘virtual’)

Students using their own
virtual spaces to share
iIdeas but don’t want these
spaces controlled
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Blended learning In transition: space

Emerging trend
Integration of ‘public’
and ‘private spaces’
(‘physical’ and ‘virtual’)

Addresses the issue
Environment relatively
flexible

Further issues
How to integrate formal
and informal space?
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Blended learning in transition: activities

Regulated

Space
- Teacher
Regulated

Tools
Teacher Regulated

— ]

Tools l

- Student Regulated

4

Space
- Student
Regulated
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Blended learning in transition: activities

Example from USA/UK
Students given group
project tasks.

Resources sourced by
learners and uploaded to
shared workspace

Students construct concept
maps to justify product
design



=8 Blended learning In transition: activities
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Blended learning in transition: activities

Fits the trends:
Increased learner choice
& integration of ‘formal’ /
‘informal’

Deals to some extent with
the Issue
Narrow range of activities

But does not address:
How to support
development of
learning literacies?
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Blended learning in transition: tools

Tools
- Teacher Regulated
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Blended learning in transition: tools

Example from Australia
Economics @ U Sydney,
students divide up
calculations and exchange
Information by txt

Example from UK

Nursing students capture
iIdeas on video using mobile
phone and upload to You
Tube
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Blended learning in transition: tools

-_—
Fits the trend: .‘
Increased use of tools
selected by the learner
Does not overcome the |
ISssue: “
Limited appreciation of
affordances
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How can we plan blending?

Example from UK
Students have difficulty
understanding ‘terms’

Solution:
Glossary provided by tutor
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How can we plan blending?

Problem:
Students have difficulty
understanding ‘terms’

Solution:

Learners construct
wiki based glossary
using their own
e-tool environment
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How do we plan blending?

Regulated

Space
- Teacher
Regulated

Tools
- Student Regulated
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How can we plan blending?

LD Lite matrix for choosing/developing
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How can we plan blending?

Temporal sequence for sequencing
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How can we plan blending?

Pattern for browsing

Pattern of a productive activity

Problem:

Students have problems understanding the meaning of terms

Solution:

Students construct their own vocabulary through ‘translation’ of terms, Students can
flag any terms they have problems understanding using an appropnate online tool.
Other students will ‘translate’ this tenm by wrting a defintion. Debate can take place
online, then, when a consensus is reached, the defintion 15 agreed.

Aim:

To construct a vocabulary of terms

Objective:

By the end of the course you will be able to define a range of terms assocated with
‘evolution’.
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Activity 1: Design a blended e-learning activity

Pattern of a productive activity

Problem:

Students have problems understanding the meaning of terms

Solution:

Students construct their own vocabulary through ‘translation’ of terms, Students can
flag any terms they have problems understanding using an appropnate online tool.
Other students will ‘translate’ this tenm by wrting a defintion. Debate can take place
online, then, when a consensus is reached, the defintion 15 agreed.

Aim:

To construct a vocabulary of terms

Objective:

By the end of the course you will be able to define a range of terms assocated with
‘evolution’.




Activity 2: Build a lesson plan
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How can we share blending?

Practice can only be shared
with other tutors through a
Representation (vogel & oliver, 2006)

Representations must
convey the information
educators need in a form

they can understand
(Beetham, 2001; Beetham & Sharpe, 2007)

They should capture tacit

as well as explicit info
(Goodyear 2006, Eraut 2004)

Share ideas through
communities (Margaryan & Collis, in print)



How can we share blending?

Stages of sharing representations: )

= Browse
Choose
Develop/edit etc-)
Instantiate

Reflect/review

Challenging or conforming: the art of blended learning
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How can we share blending?

Stages of sharing representations: )

Browse:

= Qverview to outline the ideas

= Information is useful for people
than the author

etc-)

Choose and develop/ edit :
= Greater level of detall like
screenplay

Instantiate / reflect;
= Qverall mapping of activities
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How can we share blending: LAMS community

Case study for browsing

e | Sequence: TV_Debate_NZ - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edt Yiew Favortes Tools Help o
/ o A | |
- s ) ¥ - "
@ Back : _31 2| Uy - 'seach < ¢ Favorkes A Meds £4) S B J 2
Address | 48] Mitp:/Msmscommunity. orgflamscentralfsequence?seq9:Sfid=5182 v BYGo Lnks *
Sequene: TV _Debate NZ )
| Downdoad |
Deseription: Preparation for & debate: “istching televizion iz a healih hazard', Includes some M2 statisties

Keywords: debaste, TV, telewition, srguments
Subject: Englich, Medis, Communication
Audience: Learners from 11 years to adult, but originally designed fior 11 - 14 year olds

Four tirne: 50 - 60 mdrutes

Deelivery Mode: In class (Face-to-face), but could be run remotely
Resources: URLS linked to:

Outling of Activities: ]

1. Intraduction the topic to be debated.
Tool: Moticeboard
2. Students are provided with a few stimalus materiaks bo starl them thinking about time spent in front of
telewizion by sdults and children: merdal and physical health ricks; chatistics, cartoons etc.
Tool: Share resources
3, In small groups, sludents discuss the pros and cons of walching TV, What £ Yoo much TV? "What is 2
‘huaalth hazard'? I3 there anything good sbout watching TW? (Chat tirme = 5-10 mirwtes)
Tool: Chat + Grouping (small group)
4, In pairs, shudents are now athed o list S arguments that could be used to support the affirmative case:
Telavision watching IS & health hazard .
Tool O & A _ bt

‘E‘] &. Internst
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How can we share blending: LAMS community

LAMS sequence for developing/editing/instantiating
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How can we share blending: AUTC community

AUT Temporal sequence for developing/editing/instantiating

RESOURCES TASKS SUPPORTS

Interactive Multimedia
L O-RON

o ud » Observe demonstration of Teacher demonstration of
——— ek ¥ multimedia program and =~ 8 C0-ROM and explanatian
strataglies, Case samjles, form teams of task criteria

e et Cormmients anc
reflections)

Investigate 1 of 5 assessment
strategies with a peer, assuming
the identity of "new teachers”

Teacher availakle during
Class-time to provide

ELTEN R e [N R Ty

: assistance
and write a report®
Teams present report to class Teackher and
assuming teacher identities peer feedback

as described in the investigations®

' R
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How can we share blending: DialogPLus community

Taxonomy for reflecting

Aims

L

. Leaming outcomes

)

G

Pre-requisites
Skills

@ Context
subject
; Environment | ) Type 0
Time / Technique 3
Difficulty , Interaction
lI— ¢

Roles

220

L Resources :
L, Tools g

. Assessment ®

Learning
Activity

Azsociative

5 Learning and teaching
| @ Loemtive appr@aches
. :Sltuatwe J
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How can we share blending?

Runnable or inspirational? -

C)

(Falconer, Beetham, Oliver, Lockyer, Littlejohn, 2007)
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How can we share blending?

Design for learning: planning tool: collaboration, contingency, reflection
L =18]x]
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Activity 3: Strategies for sharing

What are your current strategies in
preparing for blended e-learning?

= lesson plans

= sharing good practice
= diffusion of iInnovation

= communities
= collaborative design



Challenging or conforming: the art of blended learning

Within communities, how might we...

Use representations for
‘dynamic’ design

ITeach - tutors & students co-design.
Students choose tools, space, activities..

Support learning literacies
ILearn - guide students’ learning using
taxonomies and recommender systems

Build learners’ social capital

IKnow - Students choose who they
draw on for support

Diffuse ideas on good practice
RealWoRLD - build representations
based on key principles and discuss
ldeas on practice within communities.
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ITeach

How we use representations
for different purposes

Build banks of good practice
based on key principles;

No single representation
can convey all information so

switch between different types;
(Falconer et al 2007)

Implement within communities;

Enable students to contribute
to representations.
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ILearn

How we encourage transfer of
literacies across boundaries

Students identify gaps in skills
guided by literacy frameworks;

Peer support networks
backed by institutional help;

Implications for
organisational support
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IKnow

How we can give learners choice 1,
over the ‘networks’ they blend '

Learners should choose to
build knowledge networks

either vertically or horizontally
(Wenger, Mayes)

Require an analysis of

the distinction between
vertical and horizontal
learning in networking terms
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RealWorld

How we communicate around
representations

Tacit information essential
to effective practice can be
communicated through eTools

|dentify useful sorts of tacit
Information;

Map tacit info types
with user-owned tools;

Develop interfaces to
Integrate user-owned tools
with central systems.
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Principles for transition to learner regulation

1. Determine starting point;

2. Plan and share blending
using an appropriate
framework;

3. Encourage learners as co-
designers;

4. Communicate ‘tacit’ info
on practice though
communities;

5. Support transfer of literacies E{

across boundaries.

P

‘_[ sannecting with e-learning series

preparing for blfnded
e-learning

an approach
to sustainable
course design
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